
From: Herrera, Angeles
To: Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Strauss, Alexis; Ryerson.Teddy; Heller, Zoe; Jordan, Deborah; DIAMOND, JANE; Kemmerer, John; Johnson,

Kathleen; Scott, Jeff; Herrera, Angeles; Goforth, Kathleen; Dunning, Connell; Chester, Steven; Bromm, Susan;
Rader, Cliff; Schultz, Frances; Barhite, Steven

Subject: FW: R9 NEPA Hot Projects - July 2013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2013 9:40:28 AM
Attachments: ERO Hot Projects - July 2013 final.pdf

Workload Report 7 3 2013.xlsx

EPA Region 9 currently has 36 environmental review related documents on our 7/3/13
workload report.  These include NOI scoping comments, Draft and Final EISs,
Administrative Draft and Final EISs, several EAs, and early integration NEPA/404
checkpoint review packages.
In June 2013, ERO commented on 3 Draft EISs.  They were rated as follows:

 LO: 
Tehachapi Renewable Transmission, 2nd draft Supplement, Kern and Los Angeles
Counties, CA
EC-2:
East Bay Hills Hazardous Fire Risk Reduction, Alameda, Contra Costa Counties, CA
EO-2
Placer Vineyards Project, Placer County, CA

Attached is Region 9's July 2013 Hot Projects Report for tracking and monitoring upcoming
NEPA/309 reviews that might be controversial.  In particular, please note current activity on
the following projects:

South Mountain Freeway (Loop 202) DEIS under review
Region 9 is reviewing the Draft EIS for the highly controversial South Mountain
Freeway project in Phoenix.  EPA has previously responded to two congressional
inquiries and three concerned citizens letters with regard to Air Toxics  impacts. The
Federal Highway Administration had previously declined to perform any health-based
mobile source air toxics analysis as they felt it was not appropriate for the proposed
project, despite public concern. OTAQ has identified inadequate air quality analysis. 
Comments on the DEIS are due July 24.
Rosemont Preliminary Administrative FEIS under review
The DEIS for the Rosemont Mine project in Arizona was rated EU-3.  The Forest
Service is seeking comments from cooperating agencies on the Preliminary
Administrative Final EIS (PAFEIS)  by 7/31/13, and has posted the document on the
web for public review, but is not accepting public comments at this time. Forest
Service has indicated that it will decide whether to issue the document as a
Supplemental DEIS for public review and comment or as an FEIS after receiving our
comments on the PAFEIS.  

             Hollister Mine FEISs under review
The DEIS for the Hollister Mine project in Nevada was rated EO-3.  Based on our
review so far, the FEIS appears to be largely unresponsive to our comments on the
DEIS.  Our comments on the FEIS are due to the Bureau of Land Management on
8/5/13.  

            Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) Admin DEIS comments sent
On July 3, 2013, Region 9 sent comments via email on the Second Consultant
Administrative Draft EIS of the BDCP. Our comment letter and attached table
highlighted key concerns including adverse impacts to water quality, aquatic species

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=8AA7EA9BF6C74F0783906F40A4252630-AHERRERA
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov
mailto:Ryerson.Teddy@epa.gov
mailto:Heller.Zoe@epa.gov
mailto:Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov
mailto:Diamond.Jane@epa.gov
mailto:KEMMERER.JOHN@EPA.GOV
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:Scott.Jeff@epa.gov
mailto:Herrera.Angeles@epa.gov
mailto:Goforth.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:Dunning.Connell@epa.gov
mailto:Chester.Steven@epa.gov
mailto:Bromm.Susan@epa.gov
mailto:Rader.Cliff@epa.gov
mailto:Schultz.Frances@epa.gov
mailto:Barhite.Steven@epa.gov



 


 1 


 
  


    
 


Project, State: Lead Agency 


 


 


Type of 
Project 


 
Type of 


Document 
Expected 


 


 


DEIS 
Rating 


 
Internal 


Coordination 
 


Priority 
White 
House 


Project? 


 


Comments 


Most 
recent or 


scheduled 
RA 


Briefing 


Projects Under Review / Comments Pending 
Rosemont Copper Project, 
Arizona: U.S. Forest Service 


Mining DEIS comments 
sent 2/21/2012. 


Prelim AFEIS 
comments due 
7/31/13.   


 


EU-3 WTR-4 (John Tinger) 


AIR-3 (Andrew Chew) 


AIR-1 (Colleen 
McKaughan) 


SFD-6-2 (John 
Hillenbrand) 


WTR-4 (Elizabeth 
Goldmann) 


 


 Proposed copper mine south of 
Tucson, AZ. Concerns with NAAQS 
exceedance, a lack of evidence to 
meet the statutory requirements of the 
CWA section 404, a lack of info on 
mine design and financial assurance, 
inadequate mitigation and monitoring, 
significant unmitigated cultural/tribal 
impacts and impacts to public health.   
Jared toured the mine site on Mar 6th 
with the project proponent, federal 
agencies and NGOs.  EPA met with 
Rosemont representatives on May 31, 
2012 at the Region 9 office.  Call with 
RA and Jamie Sturges of Rosemont 
occurred 6/5/12.  CED Division 
Director and staff visited the site on 
November 19, 2012 at the invitation of 
Rosemont Co.  On 1/25/13, WTR-8 
submitted comments to the Corps on 
the 404 mitigation monitoring plan.  
WTR-8  submitted comments on the 
2012 Revised Alternatives Analysis, 
prepared under Section 404(b)1 of the 
CWA, in March 2013. Staff met with 
Rosemont Copper Company to 
discuss financial assurance for the 
project 3/15/13.  On 4/2/13, Enrique 
Manzanilla, John Kemmerer and their 
staff participated in a call with the US 
Army Corps and Congressman Raul 
Grijalva (D, AZ) and his staff to update 
the congressman on the project. 


9/14/12 


3/19/13  


Updated  Jul 10, 2013 
by: K. Vitulano (7-4178) 
 


   


EPA Region 9 
NEPA Hot Projects Report 
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Hollister Underground Mine 
Project, NV: Bureau of Land 
Management 


Mining DEIS received 
6/1/12, comments 
sent 7/16/12. 
 
FEIS comments 
due 8/5/13. 
 


EO-3 RCRA (Kathy Baylor) 


WTR-5 (John Tinger) 


Water-8 (Rob Leidy) 


SFD-6-2 (John 
Hillenbrand) 


AIR-2 (Dawn 
Richmond) 


 Main issues regard the potential for 
groundwater contamination. 


7/2/12 


Transwest Express, WY, CO, 
UT, NV:  Bureau of Land 
Management and Western 
Power Administration (R8 lead) 


Trans-
mission line 


NOI published 
1/4/11. 


DEIS comments 
due 9/25/13. 


  YES Region 8 lead.  Project is being 
tracked by the Transmission Rapid 
Response Team. 


DOI hosted meetings in Denver, Salt 
Lake City, Las Vegas, and Boise to 
meet with interested fed, state, local, 
and tribal agencies. Region 8 attended 
Denver meeting. 


 


South Mountain Freeway (Loop 
202), AZ: Federal Highways 
Administration 


Highway DEIS comments 
due 7/24/13. 


TBD Tribal Program Office, 
OTAQ 


  A new highway is proposed as an I-10 
bypass loop through the  community of 
Ahwatukee, adjacent to Gila River 
Indian Community (GRIC) border, then 
through three ridges of South 
Mountain Park (a sacred site for 
GRIC) before terminating west 
of downtown Phoenix at Interstate 10. 
  
EPA has previously responded to two 
congressional inquiries and three 
concerned citizens letters with regard 
to Air Toxics  impacts. FHWA had 
previously declined to perform any 
health-based mobile source air toxics 
analysis as they felt it was not 
appropriate for the proposed project, 
despite public concern.  OTAQ is 
assisting with review of the air quality 
analysis.  


  



https://remoteworkplace.epa.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=.abmwsvi6E99Jz66z341Rv87,SSL+redir.aspx?C=tgJai12YY0235wZhHlTik94Zz_ZNJtAIE9TyYk-1MpMv5lnLZPFz0tkzVF4TH0IIDbVaq7mS8O4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fAhwatukee

https://remoteworkplace.epa.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=.abmwsvi6E99Jz66z341Rv87,SSL+redir.aspx?C=tgJai12YY0235wZhHlTik94Zz_ZNJtAIE9TyYk-1MpMv5lnLZPFz0tkzVF4TH0IIDbVaq7mS8O4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fGila_River_Indian_Community

https://remoteworkplace.epa.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=.abmwsvi6E99Jz66z341Rv87,SSL+redir.aspx?C=tgJai12YY0235wZhHlTik94Zz_ZNJtAIE9TyYk-1MpMv5lnLZPFz0tkzVF4TH0IIDbVaq7mS8O4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fGila_River_Indian_Community

https://remoteworkplace.epa.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=.abmwsvi6E99Jz66z341Rv87,SSL+redir.aspx?C=tgJai12YY0235wZhHlTik94Zz_ZNJtAIE9TyYk-1MpMv5lnLZPFz0tkzVF4TH0IIDbVaq7mS8O4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fSouth_Mountain_Park

https://remoteworkplace.epa.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=.abmwsvi6E99Jz66z341Rv87,SSL+redir.aspx?C=tgJai12YY0235wZhHlTik94Zz_ZNJtAIE9TyYk-1MpMv5lnLZPFz0tkzVF4TH0IIDbVaq7mS8O4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fSouth_Mountain_Park

https://remoteworkplace.epa.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=.abmwsvi6E99Jz66z341Rv87,SSL+redir.aspx?C=tgJai12YY0235wZhHlTik94Zz_ZNJtAIE9TyYk-1MpMv5lnLZPFz0tkzVF4TH0IIDbVaq7mS8O4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fDowntown_Phoenix
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San Francisco Downtown Ferry 
Terminal Expansion Project, 
California: FTA 


Trans-
portation 


Scoping 
comments sent 
5/16/2011.   


DEIS comments 
due 7/30/13. 


 WTR-8 (Melissa 
Scianni) 


YES Early coordination comments on 
methodologies and coordination sent 
in Jan and Feb 2012.    


 


SunZia Southwest Transmission  
Project, NM & AZ: Bureau of 
Land Management (R6 lead) 


Trans-
mission line 


R9 comments on 
DEIS sent to R6 
on 6/20/12; R6 
sent DEIS 
comments on 
7/25/12.   


FEIS comments 
due 7/15/13.   


EC-2 AIR-2 (Dawn 
Richmond) 
 
Water-8 (Elizabeth 
Goldmann) 


YES Region 6 lead.  Project is being 
tracked by the Transmission Rapid 
Response Team. 


. 


 


Westbrook Project, Placer 
County, CA; U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 


Mixed use 
develop-
ment 


Scoping 
comments sent 
12/21/2011 


Letter accepting 
cooperating 
agency status 
3/29/2012 


ADEIS comments 
sent 2/22/13 


DEIS comments 
due 7/15/2013  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


EO-2 WTR-8 (Eric Raffini) 


Air-2 (Dawn 
Richmond) 


 We have objections based on (1) 
impacts to Waters of the U.S. (fill of 
76% of onsite WUS), (2) the potential 
for the Proposed Action Alternative to 
be selected for implementation when it 
does not appear to be the LEDPA, and 
(3) the potential inability of the 
Proposed Action Alternative to achieve 
no net loss of wetland functions. EPA 
discussed key concerns regarding 
development projects in the 
Sacramento area with Corps 
management on 6/21/13. 
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Comments Sent: 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
(BDCP), CA: Bureau of 
Reclamation, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, National 
Marine Fisheries Service 


Water 
Diversion, 
Delta 
Restoration 


Admin DEIS 
comments sent 
4/26/12 


Second Admin 
DEIS arrived on 
3/28/13; 
comments sent 
7/3/2013. 


DEIS expected to 
be released 
10/1/2013. 


 WTR-1 (Tim 
Vendlinski) 


WTR-3 (Erin 
Foresman, Valentina 
Cabrera-Stagno) 


ORC-2 (Tom Hagler) 


WTR-6 Bruce Macler 


AIR-2 Dawn 
Richmond 
QA- Eugenia 
McNaughton 
WTR-2 Diane Fleck 
WTR-8 Paul Jones 


 


 EPA is a Cooperating Agency. The 
BDCP is a 50-year Habitat 
Conservation Plan being developed in 
compliance with federal and state ESA 
to address Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta issues. BDCP will provide 
incidental take coverage for Central 
Valley Project and State Water Project 
operations and address co-equal 
planning goals to restore and protect 
the ecological health of the Delta and 
restore and protect water supplies.  
Admin drafts were released to the 
cooperating agencies as well as the 
public. Significant issues include: 
water quality impacts from the 
proposed tunnels (salinity, DO, 
methylmercury, selenium), and the 
uncertainty of the operational criteria 
(amount and timing of flows through 
the delta).  CEQ has convened several 
meetings with all involved federal 
agencies to monitor progress on the 
project.  R9 briefed Bob Perciasepe 
and Ken Koposis on 6/6/13 in prep for 
the 6/7/13 CEQ meeting. 
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Klamath Facilities Removal 
(formerly called Klamath 
Secretarial Determination to 
Remove Four Dams on the 
Klamath River)  
 


Dam 
removal, 
river 
restoration 


Cooperating 
Agency 
Administrative 
DEIS comments 
sent 6/24/11.  


DEIS comment 
letter mailed 
12/29/11. 


Secretarial 
Determination 
Overview Report 
(SDOR) out for 
public review mid-
January 2012. 


FEIS comments 
sent 6/19/13. 


 


EC-2 for 
Alt 2 & 3 
which 
remove 
dams;  


EO-2 for 
Alt 1, 4, 
& 5 
which do 
not 
remove 
dams 


WTR-2 (Susan 
Keydel) 
WTR-3 (Gail Louis) 
WTR-8 (Brian Ross, 
Melissa Scianni) 
CED-1 (Deldi Reyes) 
CED-3 (Tim Wilhite) 
ORC-2 (Tom Hagler) 
Region 10 
Environmental 
Review (Teresa 
Kubo) 
OPA-3 (Mary Simms) 
 


 EPA is a cooperating agency. 
Implements the Klamath Hydroelectric 
Settlement Agreement and Klamath 
Basin Restoration Agreement.  WTR 
comments on Technical Studies 
(Secretarial Determination Overview 
Report, SDOR) sent 8/31/2011.  The 
DEIS does not identify a preferred 
alternative; therefore, in accordance 
with EPA’s Policy and Procedures, we 
rated each of the alternatives listed in 
the DEIS. 


Media interview with Paul Shukovsky 
of BNA’s Daily Environment Report on 
01/04/2012 regarding EPA comments 
on DEIS (w/ Mary Simms OPA-3 and 
Susan Keydel, WTR-2) 


Secretary Salazar announced on 
2/27/12 that the dam removal 
determination will be delayed due to 
Congressional inaction. 
Senate Hearing 6/21/13; Senator 
Wyden requesting cost efficiencies 
prior to Congressional action. 


 


RA tour of 
Klamath 
River & 
Klamath 
Tribal 
meetings, 
September 
22-24, 
2010. 


Sierra Vista Specific Plan, 
Placer County, CA; U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 


Mixed use 
developmen
t 


Scoping 
comments sent 
5/27/2008 


Letter accepting 
cooperating 
agency status 
6/19/2008 


DEIS comments  
sent 9/4/2012 


FEIS comments 
sent 7/8/2013 


EO-2 WTR-8 (Eric Raffini) 


Air-2 (Dawn 
Richmond) 


 The Proposed Action did not appear to 
be the least environmentally damaging 
practicable alternative (LEDPA), and 
did not propose appropriate 
compensatory mitigation for aquatic 
resource impacts. After reviewing the 
FEIS, EPA’s objections to the project, 
as well as our concerns with 
cumulative impacts to air quality, 
remain. EPA discussed key concerns 
regarding development projects in the 
Sacramento area with Corps 
management on 6/21/13. 


 







 


 6 


 


Project, State: Lead Agency 


 


 


Type of 
Project 


 
Type of 


Document 
Expected 


 


 


DEIS 
Rating 


 
Internal 


Coordination 
 


Priority 
White 
House 


Project? 


 


Comments 


Most 
recent or 


scheduled 
RA 


Briefing 


Mohave Wind Project, CA: 
Bureau of Land Management 


Energy DEIS comments 
sent 6/18/12.   
 
FEIS comments 
sent 6/17/13. 
 
ROD signed by 
BLM on 6/28/13. 


EC-2 WTR-8 (Elizabeth 
Goldmann) 


YES 500 MW wind energy project on 
38,099 acres of BLM land and 8,960 
acres of Bureau of Reclamation land; 
A preliminary jurisdictional delineation 
consisting of ephemeral waters 
indicated the presence of about 93.8 
acres of potential jurisdictional waters 
within the anticipated disturbance 
areas. BP Wind energy indicated that 
project refinement and micro-siting 
would reduce impacts to potential 
waters. 


 


RES Americas Moapa Solar 
Energy Project, NV: Bureau of 
Indian Affairs 


Energy ADEIS comments 
sent 7/3/13. 


  YES This is the 2nd solar project on the 
Moapa River Indian Reservation.  EPA 
is a cooperating agency.  Based on 
our comments on pre-preliminary 
chapters of the ADEIS and conference 
call discussions, the applicant 
indicated they are changing the 
proposed action from PV and wet-
cooling concentrating solar (CSP) to 
PV alone, with CSP as a separate 
alternative. 


 


Placer Vineyards, CA; Corps of 
Engineers, Sacramento District 


Housing, 
Retail 
Develop-
ment 


DEIS comments 
sent 6/10/13 


EO-2 Water: Paul Jones  Proposed Action would directly impact 
approximately 119.3 acres of Waters 
of the U.S., including 27.7 acres of 
vernal pools. Cumulative impacts 
would total more than half the acreage 
impacted from 1990-2010 in the study 
area (western Placer County, northern 
portion of Sacramento County, and 
western portion of Sutter County). 
Potential exists that none of the action 
alternatives would both comply with 
the 2008 Compensatory Mitigation 
Rule and achieve no net loss of 
wetland functions. 
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Four Corners & Navajo Mine 
Energy Project, Navajo Nation 
(New Mexico): Office of Surface 
Mining  


Energy/ 
Mining 


Scoping 
comments sent 
11/1/12.   
ADEIS expected 
December 10, 
2013. 
 


 Air:  Dawn Richmond, 
Colleen McKaughan, 
Gerardo Rios, Anita 
Lee, Ray Saracino 


Water: John Tinger, 
Elizabeth Goldmann 


Waste: John 
Schofield 


 EPA is a cooperating agency. Project 
is continued operation of the Four 
Corners Power Plant and expansion of 
adjacent Navajo mine.  EPA actions 
include a FIP, finalized on 8/6/12, and 
PSD permit from Air Division and 
NPDES permit for mine expansion 
from Water Division.  EPA determined 
the NPDES permit for the new mine is 
a “new source”, thus this EIS will be 
EPA’s NEPA compliance document.     
DOI set up task force to monitor 
progress of project approvals in 
response to Navajo Nation President’s 
request to Secretary Salazar. 
On 5/30/13, Wild Earth Guardians filed 
suit with the 10th circuit court against 
EPA for ESA issues related to the FIP. 


Recent press reporting that since 
Arizona is pursuing electricity 
deregulation, both the power plant 
purchase by APS and the Navajo Mine 
purchase by the Tribe are on hold.  
APS says it still intends to complete 
the purchase.   


 


Cordova Hills, CA: Corps of 
Engineers, Sacramento District 


Housing, 
Retail 
Develop-
ment  


Comments on 
ADEIS Chapters 
1 and 2 sent 
January 2013.   


 WTR-8:  Paul Jones  The project would directly impact 
nearly 50 acres of Waters of the U.S., 
including 31 acres of vernal pools.  
County of Sacramento approved the 
project/Final EIR despite many 
SACOG (the MPO) concerns.  The 
Army Corps provided the applicant’s 
proposed 404(b)(1) analysis on 5/6/13. 


July 16, 2013 meeting scheduled with 
the project proponent to discuss the 
404(b)(1) analysis they submitted to 
the Army Corps. 
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Salt River Allotments Vegetative 
Management, Gila County, AZ; 
Forest Service 


Grazing DEIS comments 
sent 5/14/13 


EO-2 WTR-2 -- Karin 
Graves 


WTR-3 -- Jared 
Vollmer 


 Preferred alternative would allow new 
grazing along the Salt River, which is 
already impaired, in part, due to 
grazing; and in the Sonoran Desert, 
and would result in further degradation 
of water quality and significant 
adverse impacts to riparian habitat 
and endangered species.  


 


Gregory Canyon Landfill 
Project, San Diego County, CA: 
Corps of Engineers 


Solid Waste 
Landfill 


DEIS comments 
sent 4/15/2013  


EO for 
Gregory 
Canyon 
alt;  


EC for 
Syca-
more 
Canyon 
alt; 


Other 
alts not 
rated;  


DEIS 
rated “2”. 


WST - Steve Wahl 


WTR-8 – Elizabeth 
Goldman 


TPO - Pam Overman 


 


 Proposed new 300-acre municipal 
solid waste landfill on site adjacent to 
San Luis Rey River and sacred sites 
of the Pala Band of Mission Indians.  
In July 2010, Water Division informed 
the Corps that the project will have 
substantial and unacceptable impacts 
to “aquatic resources of national 
importance,” as prescribed under 
paragraph 3(b) of the Memorandum of 
Agreement implementing Clean Water 
Act section 404(q).  EPA  considered a 
"3” rating for the DEIS due to an 
inadequate assessment of 
alternatives, including existing offsite 
landfill that would avoid impacts to 
waters and tribal sacred sites.   


March 21, 
2013;  


April 4, 
2013  


California High-Speed Rail 
Project: Federal Railroad 
Administration 


 


Rail Merced to Fresno 
Section & Fresno 
to Bakersfield 
Section DEIS 
comments sent 
10/13/11. 


Merced to Fresno   
comments on 
FEIS sent 5/1/12. 
 
Fresno to 
Bakersfield  
SDEIS comments 
sent 10/19/12. 


EC-2 


 


 


 


 


 


 


EC-2 


WTR-8 (Sarvy 
Mahdavi) 


YES 
(Fresno 


to 
Bakers-


field 
section 
only) 


High profile project with public 
opposition.  Project divided 
geographically into 9 sections for 
purpose of environmental review. 
Merced to Fresno and Fresno to 
Bakersfield DEISs were the first two 
released at project-level.  


5/3/12 CHSRA Board certified the 
Merced-Fresno Final EIR.  EPA 
comments were provided early so that 
they could be considered prior to 
Board vote. 


 


6/17/11 
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Interstate 710 South, CA: 
Caltrans/FHWA 


Highway 
Expansion , 
Major 
Freight 
Corridor  


DEIS comments 
sent 9/28/12. 
 
March 2014 for 
SDEIS (tentative) 


EU-3 
(expan-
sion only 
Alts 
5A/6A); 3 
rating for 
zero-
emission 
expan-
sion Alts 
6B and 
6C) 


Region 9: 
AIR Div ( Matt Lakin, 
Dawn Richmond, 
Karina O'connor, 
John Mikulin, 
Elizabeth Adams, 
Roxanne Johnson 
Kim Hoang, Wienke 
Tax, Joe Calavita, 
Jeff Wehling, Carol 
Bohnenkamp, 
Fletcher Clover) 


EJ Office (Chuck 
Swanson) 


Children's Health 
(Jackie Hayes)  


LA Office (Steven 
John, John 
Kemmerer) 


WTR-8 (Paul Amato) 


OTAQ 
Meg Patulski 
OAQPS 
Brian Timin 


 Caltrans is acting as lead Federal 
agency under FHWA’s NEPA 
delegation pilot. EPA is a 
Participating/Cooperating Agency. 
 
EPA has provided substantial early 
project feedback and review on draft 
documents and analyses over the last 
four years.  On Jan 24, 2013, Metro 
Board voted to approve costs to 
prepare a Suppl. DEIS/Recirculated 
DEIR which will include: 1) Alt 6C 
Modified and 2) Alt 6D (refinement of 
Alt 6C without additional general 
purpose lanes).  The Suppl. DEIS will 
not include EU-3 rated alts.  Coalition 
on Environmental Health and Justice 
presented a new alternative, 
Community Alt 7, which closely 
models Alt 6D that will be analyzed. 
On March 18, 2013, Caltrans notified 
EPA in writing that they will prepare a 
Supplemental DEIS.  Since the letter 
was unclear, CED is drafting a 
response requesting Caltrans to verify 
expansion only alternatives will be 
withdrawn, Alt 6D will not include 
general purpose lanes, and the freight 
corridor and utility towers are no 
longer proposed on the levee and/or in 
the L.A. River.  On 4/24/13, Caltrans 
also provided EPA with Suppl. DEIS 
traffic assumptions for review. 
 


9/7/12 
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Project, State: Lead Agency 


 


 


Type of 
Project 


 
Type of 


Document 
Expected 


 


 


DEIS 
Rating 


 
Internal 


Coordination 
 


Priority 
White 
House 


Project? 


 


Comments 


Most 
recent or 


scheduled 
RA 


Briefing 


Honolulu Seawater Air 
Conditioning Project, HI: Army 
Corps of Engineers 


Renewable 
Energy 


DEIS comments 
sent 5/10/11 
Preliminary FEIS 
comments sent 
2/16/12 
Admin FEIS 
comments sent 
7/3/12.   
FEIS expected 
mid-late 2013. 


EO-2 WTR-8 (Wendy 
Wiltse), WTR-5 
(Elizabeth Sablad) 
 


 Project would provide a renewable 
energy air conditioning system for 
downtown Honolulu buildings by 
utilizing cold, deep seawater from 
three miles offshore and pumping it 
onshore to a cooling plant, where it is 
then used to cool fresh water that is 
re-circulated in a closed loop. The 
warm seawater is released back into 
the ocean via a much shallower depth 
diffuser. DEIS was rated EO-2 
because of potential violations of CWA 
Sections 303 and 316(b).  Based on 
numerous meetings and request from 
ERO, WTR, FWS and NOAA, the 
Corps has agreed to add a fourth 
alternative that will extend the outtake 
diffuser into deeper waters resulting in 
reduced impacts.  
 


5/9/2011 


Silver State South Solar Energy 
(First Solar), Nevada: BLM 


Energy Silver State Solar 
Project DEIS 
comments 
submitted 6/2/10. 
FEIS comments 
submitted 
10/8/10. 


Admin DSEIS 
comments 
submitted 
7/30/12.    


DSEIS comments 
submitted 
12/20/12. 


FEIS expected 
September 2013 


EO-2 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


EC-2 


WTR (Elizabeth 
Goldmann) 


YES ROD for original DEIS approved only 
Phase I (Silver State North); SDEIS 
will address Phases 2 and 3 (Silver 
State South). 
ERO participated in a call with the 
Corps and FWS on 9/6/12 to seek 
options for avoiding Waters of the U.S. 
and ESA conflicts. 
ERO recommend shifting the project 
location to allow for the preservation of 
a suitable corridor though desert 
tortoise habitat, and further 
minimization of impacts to waters.  
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Project, State: Lead Agency 


 


 


Type of 
Project 


 
Type of 


Document 
Expected 


 


 


DEIS 
Rating 


 
Internal 


Coordination 
 


Priority 
White 
House 


Project? 


 


Comments 


Most 
recent or 


scheduled 
RA 


Briefing 


Arroyo Sequit Watershed and 
Qwuloolt Estuary Coastal 
Habitat Restoration Project, 
California: NOAA 


Restoration No known NEPA 
activity 


  YES   


 
Acronyms: 
APS Arizona Public Service 
CAA Clean Air Act 
CED Communities and Ecosystems Division (R9) 
CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 
CZMA Coastal Zone Management Act 
DEIS Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
DPEIS Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
DSEIS Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
EA Environmental Assessment 
EC Environmental Concerns  
ERO Environmental Review Office (R9) 
EO Environmental Objections  
EU Environmentally Unsatisfactory 
FEIS Final Environmental Impact Statement 
FPEIS Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
HCP Habitat Conservation Plan 
LO Lack of Objections 
LEDPA Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative 
MSHCP Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
NOI Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement 
OPPA Office of Planning and Public Affairs (R9) 
ORC Office of Regional Counsel (R9) 
PDEIS Preliminary Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
PEIS Programmatic EIS 
PIO Pacific Islands Office (R9) 
SDEIS Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
SNOI Supplemental Notice of Intent 
RDEIS Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
WTR Water Division (R9) 
2 Insufficient Information 
3 Inadequate Information 
309 CAA Section 309 – ERO’s EIS review authority 
404 Clean Water Act Section 404 





		APS Arizona Public Service

		CAA Clean Air Act

		CED Communities and Ecosystems Division (R9)




A

		New		Project Name		White House		County		State		Type		Lead Agency		Due Date		Reviewer

				RES AMERICAS MOAPA SOLAR PROJECT - FULL ADMIN DEIS		*		CLARK		NV		ADEIS		BIA		7/3/13		VITUL

				SIERRA VISTA SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT--DRAFT EO2				SACRAMENTO		CA		FEIS		COE		7/8/13		BLONN

				TRUCKEE MEADOWS FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT				WASHOE		NV		DEIS		COE		7/8/13		KELLY

				MILITARY READINESS ACTIVITIES AT THE FALLON RANGE TRAINING COMPLEX				CHURCHILL		NV		NOI		USN		7/8/13		KELLY

				2040 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY, BARBARA COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS (SBCAG)				SANTA BARBARA		CA		OTHER		NFA		7/12/13		APPLE

		*		AIRFIELD OPERATIONS AT FALLON NAVAL AIR STATION						NV		DEA		USN		7/12/13		KELLY

				HAWTHORNE MILL PROJECT, FAIRFIELD--2ND ADEIS (SCREENCHECK DEIS)				SOLANO		CA		ADEIS		COE		7/12/13		VITUL

				WESTBROOK CORPS PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER SPK-2005-00938				PLACER		CA		DEIS		COE		7/15/13		BLONN

				SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT & POSSIBLE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENTS--R6 LEAD		*		NM &		AZ		FEIS		BLM		7/15/13		GERDE

				GRAHAM HILL WATER TREATMENT PLANT, LOW-EFFECT HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF  SANTA CRUZ				SANTA CRUZ		CA		DEA		SFW		7/15/13		GERDE

				FEATHER RIVER WEST LEVEE PROJECT FINAL 408 PERMISSION--DRAFT EC2				SUTTER, BUTTE		CA		FEIS		COE		7/15/13		GESEL

				MID-COAST CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECT				SAN DIEGO		CA		SDEIS		FTA		7/17/13		MULVI

				KERN RIVER DROP 2 AND 3 HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT--PRELIMINARY PERMIT APPLICATION ACCEPTED FOR FILING AND SOLICITING COMMENTS, MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, AND COMPETING APPLICATIONS				WASHOE		NV		OTHER		FRC		7/19/13		PRIJA

				HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT (FORMERLY THE HONOLULU HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR)				OAHU		HI		SDEIS		FTA		7/22/13		MULVI

				BUNKER HILL GROUNDWATER BASIN, RIVERSIDE CORONA FEEDER PROJECT, DEIS EC2				RIVERSIDE, SAN BERNADINO		CA		FEIS		IBR		7/22/13		PLENY

				DRUM-SPAULDING HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT AND YUBA-BEAR HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT FOR HYDROPOWER LICENSE				NEVADA PLACER SIERRA		CA		DEIS		FRC		7/23/13		PRIJA

				SOUTH MOUNTAIN FREEWAY (LOOP 202), INTERSTATE 10 (PAPAGO FREEWAY) TO INTERSTATE 10 (MARICOPA FREEWAY)				MARICOPA		AZ		DEIS		FHW		7/24/13		MEEKC

				NEWLANDS PROJECT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN				WASHOE, STORY, LYON, CHURCHILL		NV		DEIS		IBR		7/29/13		GERDE

				KINDER MORGAN LOBOS CO2 PIPELINE--SCOPING				APACHE		AZ		OTHER		BLM		7/29/13		GERDE

				SUTTER BASIN PILOT FEASIBILITY REPORT				SUTTER, BUTTE		CA		SDEIS		COE		7/29/13		GESEL

		*		OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT, ELY OFFICE PUBLIC LANDS						NV		DEA		BLM		7/29/13		SYSUM

				DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO FERRY TERMINAL EXPANSION PROJECT		*		SAN FRANCISCO		CA		DEIS		FTA		7/30/13		APPLE

				LAS VEGAS WASH HYDROELECTIC PROJECT				CLARK		NV		OTHER		FRC		7/30/13		PRIJA

				SAN LUIS RESERVOIR STATE RECREATION AREA RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN--RDEIS EC2				MERCED		CA		FEIS		IBR		8/5/13		BLONN

				HOLLISTER UNDERGROUND MINE PROJECT--DRAFT EO3				ELKO		NV		FEIS		BLM		8/5/13		MCPHE

				CASA DIABLO IV GEOTHERMAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, MAMMOTH LAKES--DRAFT EC2				MONO		CA		FEIS		BLM		8/5/13		SYSUM

				TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY ON POINT REYES HILL				Marin		CA		EASco		NPS		8/7/13		MUNSO

		*		VAN NESS AVENUE BUS RAPID TRANSIT--Draft LO				SAN FRANCISCO		CA		FEIS		FTA		8/12/13		APPLE

				SAN DIEGO FREEWAY (I-405) IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, BETWEEN STATE ROUTE 73 AND INTERSTATE 605--DEIS EC2				ORANGE		CA		SDEIS		FHW		8/12/13		MEEKC

				ELDORADO NATIONAL FOREST PUBLIC WHEELED MOTORIZED TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PROJECT--SDEIS LO				ALPINE, AMADOR, EL DORADO AND PLACER		CA		SFEIS		AFS		8/12/13		MUNSO

				RUBY PIPELINE - R8 LEAD				WESTERN STATES		NV		SDEIS		FRC		8/19/13		MCPHE

				WIDENING AND REALIGNMENT OF STATE ROUTE 58 (SR-58) KRAMER JUNCTION EXPRESSWAY				SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY		CA		DEIS		FHW		8/19/13		MEEKC

				OIL AND GAS; WELL STIMULATION, INCLUDING HYDRAULIC FRACTURING, ON FEDERAL AND INDIAN LANDS--REVISED RULEMAKING, HEADQUARTERS REVIEW				"PUBLIC AND INDIAN LAND"		US		OTHER		BLM		8/23/13		MCPHE

				HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA'S (HECA) INTEGRATED GASIFICATION COMBINED CYCLE PROJECT				KERN		CA		DEIS		DOE		8/26/13		VITUL

				TRANSWEST EXPRESS TRANSMISSION LINE--REGION 8 LEAD		*		CO, UT, WY AND		NV		DEIS		WPA		9/25/13		MCPHE

				SHASTA LAKE WATER RESOURCES INVESTIGATION				SHASTA, TEHEMA		CA		DEIS		IBR		9/30/13		SKOPH
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and scientific uncertainty, lack of comprehensive alternatives analysis, and impacts on
fish populations. Other lead fish agencies and cooperating agencies are iterating
similar concerns to the Department of Water Resources and its consultants. EPA will
continue to work with the interagency federal team to address concerns prior to the
release of the public DEIS in October.
San Francisco Downtown Ferry Terminal  – White House Priority Project
Region 9 is currently reviewing this project.  Comments are due to the Federal Transit
Administration on 7/30/13.
Transwest Express Transmission Line DEIS under review - White House Priority
Project
Region 8 is the review lead for this White House priority project that is being tracked
by the Transmission Rapid Response Team.  Comments are due to the Bureau of Land
Management and Western Power Administration by 9/25/13.
 SunZia Southwest Transmission Project FEIS under review – White House
Priority Project
Region 6 is the review lead and Region 9 will submit any comments that we have to
Region 6 in early July.  Comments are due to Bureau of Land Management by
7/15/13.
 RES Americas Moapa Solar Energy Project – White House Priority Project
Region 9 sent our comments on the ADEIS to BIA on 7/3/13 and will participate in a
cooperating agency call on 7/15/13 to discuss all comments received on the
document. 
 Mohave Wind Project FEIS - White House Priority Project
Region 9 sent comments to the Bureau of Land Management on the FEIS for this
White House priority project on 6/17/13.  The Record of Decision was signed by
Bureau of Land Management on 6/28/13.

 If you would like more information on these projects, please contact me (415-972-3144), or
have your staff contact Kathleen Goforth, Manager of Region 9's Environmental Review
Office (415-972-3521).
--------------------------------------
Angeles Herrera
Associate Director
Community and Ecosystems Division
(415) 972-3144
 
   


